  
Last day - school finishes for all classes on Thursday 30 June at 12.15 pm.  School reopens for the new year on Tuesday 30 August 2011. 
A list of holidays for the academic year 2011/2012 can be found on the reverse of this news sheet.
Dinners - The price of dinners in September will still be £2.20 daily and parents are asked to order dinners on Monday of each week.  We would also ask parents to pay for small amounts (£2.20/£4.40) with cash as cheques lodged cost the school 35 pence each.  Cheques for dinners should be made out to SEELB.  Dinner menu for next year will be on the school website. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS AND UNIFORM GRANT HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO INCLUDE P1-P7 PUPILS.  IF YOU THINK YOUR CHILD MAY BE ELIGIBLE PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE FOR A FORM.
Coming to school in the morning - In the new term I would ask parents to use the pedestrian gates at the front of the school.  We need to educate our children that the gates to the car park should not be used to enter or leave school.  These gates are used by delivery drivers who can at times be rushing to the next job and may not be aware that children or adults are in the vicinity.  Parents should note that there is no supervision in the mornings until 8.45 am when children may enter the school building.  All children and parents must wait in the middle playground prior to 8.45 am.

Shoes and Earrings - I would ask parents with daughters at the school to ensure that new school shoes do not have platform-style high heels as these are very dangerous and can lead to serious ankle injuries.  Hoop earrings must not be worn at any time as they can cause an injury risk and no stud type earrings should be worn on swimming or PE days.

Schoolbags - Parents of P4 - P7 pupils may be purchasing schoolbags for the new term.  Can I ask parents to buy small schoolbags as some children are arriving in school with huge rusksack-like schoolbags that not only can cause injury when filled with unnecessary bits and pieces but can dislodge pegs in the cloakrooms due to their weight? 
Current P1 and P2 pupils can purchase a lightweight bookbag from their teachers, priced £4.
Lost Property - Lost property will be on display daily in the Atrium from Monday 27 June before or after school.  Parents are welcome to view the lost property and hopefully claim anything belonging to them.
Uniform - Parents should remember to label all items of clothing and lunch boxes with permanent marker as it is sometimes difficult for children to retrieve their own personal items when discarded if not clearly labelled.

PE Uniform – For hygiene and practical reasons, we would ask that all our P2-7 children change into a simple PE uniform of white Polo Shirt and navy shorts for PE.
Parent Helpers - We will be looking for parents to escort our pupils to the swimming pool at Ards Leisure Centre from September.  If you are not already vetted and would like to help, please contact the school office for a Voluntary Helper Form.

Staff - A number of staff will be leaving us at the end of term and we wish them well in the future and thank them for their contribution to the school.
Miss Christie will be retiring after 31 years in our school. She has given superb commitment to educating our children over these years and will be sorely missed by children, teachers, parents and the whole community. We wish her a long a pleasant retirement. Mrs Lyttle will be going off on maternity leave and we wish her well.   

Mrs Dines who has been in our school for 12 years will be leaving to take up a new appointment and we thank her for the support she has given to a number of children. 
Mrs Dines will also be greatly missed by everyone.
Note from Public Health Agency – Measles is now rare in N Ireland as a result of our high uptake rates for the MMR vaccine.  However, this is not the case elsewhere in Europe and beyond where many countries are experiencing outbreaks of measles.  Measles is affecting some of the most popular tourist destinations including France, Belgium, Germany, Spain, Turkey and Romania.  England has also recently reported an increase in cases.  Parents should contact their GP to ensure all school age children are fully protected and should have had 2 doses of MMR vaccine.
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