
Can I take this opportunity to wish the whole school community a happy and successful New Year. I would also like to thank all our musicians, singers, narrators, actors and all our P7 helpers for some splendid performances over Christmas, especially those children who performed at Stormont with such aplomb and skill.
Photographs of the choir taken on the steps of the Great Hall will be on sale shortly.
PTA
My thanks to the PTA for all their hard work over the Christmas period. The Children’s Evening and Santa’s Grotto were enjoyed by all and refreshments provided at the Open Night and the Nativities were very much appreciated. The next PTA meeting will take place on Wednesday 18 January at 7.00pm.
Our collection at the nativities for the Haematology Unit at the Royal Victoria Hospital for Sick Children amounted to £505 and again this was very much appreciated.
Clubs 

Clubs recommence on Tuesday 10 January and finish on 
1 March.  

Swimming

Swimming recommences next week and finishes on Tuesday 7 February 2012. I would ask parents to ensure that their children participate in the Swimming Programme, as recently the numbers of non-participants has increased which creates huge supervision and financial difficulties ultimately, putting this fabulous provision in jeopardy.

P1 Admission for September 2012

I would be grateful if parents would remind family, friends and neighbours that application forms for P1 places must be completed and returned to school for all children before noon on 18 January 2012. (This also applies to children already enrolled in school with younger siblings wishing to start primary school in September 2012).  Applications delivered after this date must be treated as Late Applications and places will only be allocated if the school is undersubscribed.

Transfer

This year the Department of Education has asked schools to forward to parents, Transfer Forms with relevant information which will allow the forms to be completed at home. I will however continue to provide opportunities for parents to discuss their child’s transfer to post primary schools in the Transfer Interviews which will take place in the week commencing 6 February after the AQE results are received on Saturday 4 February. Interview dates and times will be circulated shortly.
Post primary schools are currently holding their Open Nights when parents can visit and ask questions about the school. I would recommend that all parents visit a variety 
of schools as the Transfer process and choice of school is not always straightforward. It is very important that all parents are familiar with the new admissions criteria being used, especially anyone considering a grammar school.
Half Term 
School will be closed for Half Term from Monday 13 - Friday 17 February.
Mobile Phones
With so many mobile phones being given as Christmas gifts, I would be grateful if parents would let the School Secretary know if contact mobile numbers have changed. Parents should note that children are not permitted mobile phones in school. Children can contact parents at any time during the school day if required using land lines.
Nut Allergy
Can I remind parents that we have a child with a Nut Allergy and nuts or foods containing traces of nuts must not be brought into school. 
Dental & Medical Appointments

Children who need to attend emergency medical or dental appointments during the school day must be collected from school by a parent. 
Games

Some children are bringing small hand-held computer games into school to play with at break and lunchtime.  Children are permitted to do so but I would ask parents to ensure that their children look after these games very closely as the school cannot replace such items if they are misplaced.
Parental Interviews
Parental Interviews for Years 1 - 6 will take place in the week commencing 19 March.

P1 & P2 children will be released each day of that week at 12.15 pm and all other classes will be released at 1.15 pm.

Holidays
School finishes for the Easter holidays on Monday 2 April at 12.15 pm and resumes on Monday 16 April.
The School will be closed for:- 
May Day Holiday - Monday 7 May 2012
Queens Jubilee Bank Holidays - Monday 4 and Tuesday 
5 June 2012

School Development Days - Tuesday 15 May 2012 and Friday 1 June 2012
Uniform
A number of girls are now wearing grey tights. I would ask parents to ensure that their girls adhere to our regulation navy coloured tights. 
Lost Property
Please see reverse.
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